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ARE SRI LANKA’S GROWING MILITARY, DIPLOMATIC
AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH CHINA A CONCERN OF
REGIONAL AND GLOBAL POWER?

By Maj Genl MHS Boniface Perera RWP RSP Psc'
(Sri Lanka)

INTRODUCTION

Sri Lanka, formally called Ceylon, is an island in
the Indian Ocean, located in southern Asia, southeast of
India, in a strategic location near major Indian Ocean
sea lanes. It has a total area of 65,610 km?, with 64,740
km? of land and 870 km? of water. Its coastline is 1,340
km long.

It is an economically booming region mainly

due to the rapid development of two giants: India and

1 Maj Gen MHS Boniface Perera RWP RSP Psc from Sri
Lanka, participant of the 28th Defense and Strategic Studies
Course, NDU, China.
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China. For imperialism, our part of the Indian Ocean is
not merely a market to be conquered or a source of raw
materials to be pillaged. It is the gateway to the control
of resources and markets in the Near East, Middle East,
Africa and Asia.

CHINA SRI LANKA RELATIONS

China, Ceylon (Sri Lanka after 1972) relations
date back to many thousands years. Both Sri Lanka
and China have many things in commons including the
principle of friendship towards all, enmity towards none
in its diplomacy. Both countries have a recorded and
proven history of adhering to the principles of peaceful

co-existence, non aggression, maintaining world peace



