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CHINA-NIGERIA SECURITY COOPERATION POLICIES:
CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS

By Navy Capt Omatseye O’Weyinmi Nesiama'

(Nigeria)

The current world order characterized by
globalization signifies that states are not only pre-
occupied with the maintenance of coherence among their
component units but also promoting external relations
with other states in what is termed international relations.
In the course of interaction, states establish various forms
of cooperation which are commonly driven by policies.
Security cooperation is one of such forms of cooperation.

China and Nigeria share a number of similarities
such as being both classified as developing countries
with large population; having similar defense policy
thrust and regional relevance. Both are also littoral
states with peculiar maritime security issues and have
existent in their domains internal pro-insurgency groups
pressing for forms of autonomy over territory and

resources.” Overall, China is undoubtedly an influential

1 Navy Capt Omatseye O’Weyinmi Nesiama from Nigeria,
participant of the 28th Defense and Strategic Studies Course,
NDU, China.

2 Information Office of the State Council PRC, Development
and Progress in Xinjiang, Foreign Languages Press, Beijing,
2009, p. 48.

power not only in Asia but in the world today while
Nigeria’s size, population and the availability of
abundant natural resources makes her an influential
power in Africa and a leading black nation in the world.
From the foregoing, it is apparent that both countries
could derive lots of benefit from close security
cooperation.

China and Nigeria as strategic cooperating partners
have established warm and cordial relations which
have helped to further their bi-lateral interests and
increased economic activities. However, there exists a
gap in the area of military security cooperation. In this
area, cooperation has so far been limited to diplomatic
exchanges, training and few defense procurements.
Hence, this paper is intended to appraise the existing
efforts at security cooperation between China and
Nigeria. Accordingly, it shall highlight the history
and trends in China-Nigeria relations and evaluate
the security cooperation policies of both countries. It

would further stress the challenges to existing security
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